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Encountering Jesus
Then Peter came up to Jesus and said to him, ‘Lord, how often shall my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you
seven times, but seventy times seven.
Matthew 18:21-22

What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does
he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountain and go in search of the one that went astray?
And if he finds it . . . He rejoices over it more than the ninety-nine that never went astray.
Matthew 18:12-13

Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap; they have neither storehouse nor barn; and
yet God feeds them. How much more value are you than the birds! And which of you,
being anxious, can add a cubit to the span of his life?
Luke 12:24-25

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay
you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the labourers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came,
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.
And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day
and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong;
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose
with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be
first, and the first will be last.’
Matthew 20:1-18

